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I do not, of course, know whether the report of the Commission to
the League will clearly embody the foregoing points nor what its
tone will be, but there seems to be no doubt that the five commissioners
are unanimous in their findings.
As regards the Japanese now carrying on the Manchukuo regime,
I understand that all of the commissioners feel that these officials
are in fact directly subservient to the Japanese Government and that
any evidence to the contrary is " window dressing." Some members
of the Commission's staff are, however, inclined to believe the contrary
and feel that these officials are " feeling their oats " and decline to be
dictated to by Tokyo.
Whether the findings and opinions of the Commission, as expressed
to Count Uchida, will have any influence on the Japanese Govern-
ment and will lead to any modification of its attitude, it is impossible
to predict. Probably not. At present it looks as if recognition would
be^ extended to Manchukuo in the not very distant future, but if the
step is taken, the Japanese Government will be doing it with their
eyes fully open to Western opinion.
In my telegram of July 7, I said that from the point of view of
purely practical results, as distinguished from the legal aspects of the
matter, I believed that American representations against Japanese
recognition of Manchukuo at the present time would be unwise.
The press, which at present largely represents the point of view of
the military, would under present circumstances be quite capable
of magnifying such representations by the United States in a manner
out of all proportion to their significance and an outburst might
well occur which would afford the military a pretext for earlier
action than the more conservative members of the Government may
desire. That this risk exists is the opinion of every member of my
staff. Naturally it is not for me to determine the wisdom of such
representations from the legal point of view, or from the point of
view of world public opinion and history. Apropos of this, a prominent
peer recently said to a member of my staff, referring to the military :
" I hope they will change their minds before they wreck the country."
Respectfully yours9
HOW JAPAN APED GERMANY
Tokyo, August 13, 19312
Strictly Confidential
dear mr. secretary,—The outburst in Japan against your speech
before the Council on Foreign Relations savours distinctly of a tempest
in a teapot if not of a guilty conscience on the part of the Japanese,
for we now understand that the speech was merely an academic
discussion of a hypothetical case, while the Japanese took it as a
specific charge of guilt. Unfortunately I was unable to take any

